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Data Highlights

• The US unemployment rate was down to 9.0 percent in 
April from 9.8 percent one year ago.

• In that time, 46 states and the District of  Columbia saw 
a decline in the unemployment rate with Michigan, 
Nevada, and Indiana seeing the largest fall.  The 
unemployment rate was unchanged in West Virginia.

• In April, North Dakota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
and South Dakota had the lowest unemployment 
rates—all under 5 percent. Florida, Rhode Island, 
California, and Nevada had the highest rates among the 
50 states and DC.



More Highlights and Outlook

• 42 states and the District of  Columbia had positive job growth in 
April, and the average job growth in states was 0.2%.  This is near 
the historic average of  national payroll job growth each month of  
0.1% to 0.2%.  

• The greatest job growth was in Nebraska in April, while Vermont 
had the largest job decline.

• Looking at figures from one year ago, 46 states and the District of  
Columbia had positive job growth, and the average job growth was 
0.9%. This is lower than the historic average of  national payroll job 
growth each month of  1.8% to 2.1%.

• Moving forward, increasing labor force participation may keep the 
unemployment rate high even as jobs are being added.  

• The following slides show state-level detail of  unemployment rates 
and payroll employment.
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, AlaskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, AlaskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, AlaskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Alaska
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArizonaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArizonaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArizonaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Arizona

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous

1010101009090909080808080707070706060606
Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11

2700270027002700

2625262526252625

2550255025502550

2475247524752475

2400240024002400

2325232523252325



All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArkansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArkansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ArkansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Arkansas
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All Employees: Total Nonfarm, CaliforniaAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, CaliforniaAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, CaliforniaAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, California
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ColoradoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ColoradoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ColoradoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Colorado
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ConnecticutAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ConnecticutAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, ConnecticutAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Connecticut
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, DelawareAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, DelawareAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, DelawareAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Delaware

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, D.C.All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, D.C.All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, D.C.All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, D.C.
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, FloridaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, FloridaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, FloridaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Florida
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, GeorgiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, GeorgiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, GeorgiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Georgia

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, HawaiiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, HawaiiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, HawaiiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Hawaii
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IdahoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IdahoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IdahoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Idaho
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All Employees: Total Nonfarm, I llinoisAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, I llinoisAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, I llinoisAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, I llinois

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  BLS/IL Department of Employment Security 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IndianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IndianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IndianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Indiana
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IowaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IowaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, IowaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Iowa

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KansasAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Kansas

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KentuckyAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KentuckyAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, KentuckyAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Kentucky

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11

1875187518751875

1850185018501850

1825182518251825

1800180018001800

1775177517751775

1750175017501750



All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, LouisianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, LouisianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, LouisianaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Louisiana

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MassachusettsAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MassachusettsAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MassachusettsAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Massachusetts

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MichiganAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MichiganAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MichiganAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Michigan
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11

4400440044004400

4300430043004300

4200420042004200

4100410041004100

4000400040004000

3900390039003900

3800380038003800



All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MinnesotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MinnesotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MinnesotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Minnesota
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MississippiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MississippiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MississippiAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Mississippi

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MissouriAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MissouriAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MissouriAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Missouri

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous

1010101009090909080808080707070706060606
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MontanaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MontanaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, MontanaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Montana

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NebraskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NebraskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NebraskaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Nebraska

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous

1010101009090909080808080707070706060606
Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NevadaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NevadaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, NevadaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Nevada
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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Units All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New HampshireUnits All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New HampshireUnits All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New HampshireUnits All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New Hampshire

SA, Thous.SA, Thous.SA, Thous.SA, Thous.
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonfarm, New JerseyAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New JerseyAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New JerseyAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New Jersey
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics/NJ Dept of Labor 05/20/11

4100410041004100

4050405040504050

4000400040004000

3950395039503950

3900390039003900

3850385038503850

3800380038003800



All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New MexicoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New MexicoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New MexicoAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, New Mexico

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonfarm, New YorkAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New YorkAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New YorkAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, New York
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North Carolina
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, North Dakota

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OhioAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OhioAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OhioAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Ohio
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OklahomaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OklahomaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OklahomaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Oklahoma
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OregonAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OregonAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, OregonAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Oregon
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, PennsylvaniaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, PennsylvaniaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, PennsylvaniaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Pennsylvania
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Rhode IslandAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Rhode IslandAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Rhode IslandAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Rhode Island

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South CarolinaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South Carolina
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South DakotaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, South Dakota
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, TennesseeAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, TennesseeAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, TennesseeAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Tennessee

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonfarm, TexasAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, TexasAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, TexasAll Employees: Total Nonfarm, Texas

SA ,ThousSA ,ThousSA ,ThousSA ,Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics/TX Workforce Commission 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, UtahAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, UtahAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, UtahAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Utah

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VermontAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VermontAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VermontAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Vermont

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VirginiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VirginiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, VirginiaAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Virginia

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WisconsinAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WisconsinAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WisconsinAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Wisconsin

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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All Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WyomingAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WyomingAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, WyomingAll Employees: Total Nonagricultural, Wyoming

SA, ThousSA, ThousSA, ThousSA, Thous

1010101009090909080808080707070706060606
Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics 05/20/11
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